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obtain wives from the legitimate clans, they sometimes took wives in the country of their adoption, and sometimes intermarried among themselves. In the former case they unwillingly founded a new sub-caste; in the latter they cut themselves off from the parent clan, and became a separate impure clan, with numerous internal sub-divisions. Then again the disintegrating effect of sectarianism among the Eajpiits must at one time have been great, for there are in Eajputdna some distinct castes who appear to be of pure Eajpiit origin, but to have been detached many generations ago by following a peculiar religious movement. When a Eajpiit turns aside after the new light shown by one of the spiritual teachers who are incessantly arising in Hinduism, and completely adopts a new way of life, he exchanges a tribe for a caste. And it appears (though the subject is very obscure) that whereas his tribal bond of consanguinity extended round his whole clan, in the caste his kinship is at once narrowed down to that section of the great caste group which was originally Eajpiit. The most famous sect in Eajputana holds within its pale no less than 1444 distinct groups, all apparently formed by this process of partial accretion, intermarrying one with another, but never within themselves. In this instance, so far as can be learnt, all this spreading reticulation of spiritual relationship has grown out of the teaching of a single revivalist who appeared only four centuries ago. There is also in Eajputana a very curious fraternity of warlike devotees claiming to be founded by a Eajpiit who seems to have been a kind of fighting ascetic, disdaining any other garments save shield and sword belt; and these men, being vowed to strict celibacy, recruit